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 I remember watching a movie once where a man with bad facial deformities was hiding 

and not wanting to show himself.  One person who wanted to see him was a doctor who could 

help him.  The deformed man was too ashamed to come out and refused to let the doctor look at 

him - needless to say that his refusal to come out into the light and be seen meant that things did 

not get any better.  The light shows things for what they are pretty or ugly - and we may want to 

hide if the truth is not too pretty.  We can step into that light and be seen, or we can retreat to the 

darkness - the darkness of not wanting to see what the light shows 

 We can stay in the darkness by refusing to come into the light - we can refuse to follow 

the commandments, refuse to go to church, refuse to go to confession, refuse to apply the Word 

of God to our lives.  However, another way to stay in the darkness is to pretend that what is 

shown by the light is not there.  This would be the same as that deformed man coming out from 

the shadows and when everyone recoils he says “look at this beautiful face, maybe I could get a 

job modeling - I’m way prettier than most.”   Jesus calls us to come to the light - to see ourselves 

for who we are - creatures needing God’s love and unable to be saved on our own, people who 

have faults and often do not have strong faith or follow as God has directed.  Jesus shows all 

these things for what they are - but He does not call us to come out from hiding to condemn us.  

We hear today: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world might be saved through him.  The way to be saved is to admit the truth and be converted.  

Jesus exposes faults is not to have evidence to convict us, but rather to give us the opportunity to 

change these things before we are judged.  

 The possibilities of condemnation are real, as Jesus says over and over again.  Listen to 

today: Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already 

been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  Jesus shows 

us the way to be united to the Father in order to share Eternal Life.   It is by this grace - or free 

gift of God - that there is a possibility of an entail life for us and that we don’t just go out of 

existence at earthly death.  We cannot decide on our own what will let us have a favorable 

judgement.  We can’t believe in our own judgment and pick and choose what Jesus says and 



think that we can make our own path to heaven - that is not having faith in what he says - that is 

having faith in ourselves.  St. Paul says: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast.  It is not our 

own judgement and work that brings about salvation, but following Jesus in faith. 

 But we have to make an important point here.  What we do does matter.  It is not that we 

simply have a faith “in Jesus” and then we can do whatever.  Jesus himself when speaking about 

those who do not show charity to others says: Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of 

these least ones, you did not do for me. And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the 

righteous to eternal life.   When asked by a young man what to do to gain eternal life Jesus does 

not say “Acclaim me as your personal Lord and Savior” - he references following the 

commandments then tells the man to follow him - actions done in faith.  St. Paul, who wrote the 

words about being saved by faith also says do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived.  The works themselves do not get us a ticket to heaven 

(that’s already waiting at the ticket counter for us), but they can get in the way of us boarding the 

train.  You can’t just say “I have faith that Jesus left me the ticket at the counter, and because I 

have that faith I don’t need to go to the train station.”   Faith in Jesus means faith in ALL that he 

said and following it.  

 Just like the deformed man cannot be healed until he comes into the light, knows he has 

something that needs to be fixed, and asks the physician to do something, so too until we come 

into the light of Jesus, admit our faults and ask him to heal them we will not be transformed.  Just 

like the ticket Jesus won for us is waiting at the station - we still need to follow His directions to 

the station.  Have faith in what Jesus says.  Faith that he has won salvation for us, and faith that 

what we do can distract us from attaining that salvation and make us perish.  As He says today: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

might not perish but might have eternal life. The Good News that there is a ticket at that station, 

we just have to follow the instructions to board the train.  The Good News is that he can heal and 

transform what is deformed in us, but we need to come into the light and ask.  So believe in all 

that he said, let go of the works that keep us in darkness and distance ourself from Him, have 

faith in his power and promise, and then take up your cross and follow him.


